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Millions of dollars in buildings, equipment, and 

livestock are lost each year in farm related fires.  These 

tragedies represent not only a loss of livelihood, but also 

various negative impacts on the local communities that 

service them.  Moreover, there’s no figure that can 

adequately value the loss of human life, especially if that 

loss is the farm operator and/or majority family 

breadwinner.   

June is Dairy month, and we should 

be doing all we can to protect the 

dairy – or any agricultural business, 

for that matter.  What follows is a list 

of things you and your crew can do to 

minimize the risk of a barn fire. 

 A clean barn is a safe barn – 

enough said. 

 Inspect the barn, shop, storage, 

etc. annually and have a licensed 

tradesman repair or replace any 

damaged or worn mechanicals. 

 Outlets should be regularly 

examined and kept free of dust 

and cobwebs. 

 Extension cords are for temporary 

use only and should be kept in 

good condition with fully 

grounded plugs 

 Check fans and electrical panels 

for dust and cobwebs 

 Provide a safe designated area for 

smokers with an easy, reliable 

way to extinguish butts – i.e. -

strategically placed buckets of 

sand. 

 Check fire extinguishers monthly, 

or at least semi-annually.  This 

could be paired with changing the 

batteries in smoke detectors – 

when the time changes in spring 

and fall. 

 Map out locations of 

extinguishers so you know where 

they are in an emergency.  

 NEVER refuel hot engines inside a building. 

 Keep oily rags in a metal, fire-safe container away 

from any heat sources. 

 Light fixtures should have explosion-proof covers. 

 Clean out cobwebs and hay chaff which can act like a 

high speed pathway for fires to spread. 

 If you have a dry hydrant on the farm make sure your 

local fire department knows its location.  Make sure it 

is always accessible – free of brush, equipment, 

snow, etc. 

Remember, there is more at stake than just the barn.  For 

more information check out www.nfpa.org/farms . 

http://www.nfpa.org/farms

